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h A 
Preach'd before the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons, 


— 


If. 53. v. y. latter part. 


—He is brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter,and 


as a Sheep before her Shearers is dumb, ſo open- 
eth be not his Mouth. 


NE great Atteſtatiouto our Lord Jeſus bis be- 
() ing the true Mefſias, and tothe Truth of the 
Goſpel, which he preached, is drawn from the 
many PrediQtions of Him, moſt _ 
laid down in the Prophets, and moſt maniſeltly - 
ed by Himat his Appearance in the World. And there--Jokn 5. 
fore diſputing with the Jews, after He had alledg'd the 
Teſtimony of his Father, and the Teſtimony of John, ,...., vc. 
and the Witneſs of his own Works, He adds at laſt the ver. 33- 
Evidence of Scriptures, Search the Seriptares, ſays he, ver. 35: 
they are they which teftify of = And again and again, ver- 39: 
| we 


\ 


(2) 
we meet with Applications of the Prophecies to his 
Mat.1.22. whole Oeconemy. That it might be fulfilled which was 
ſaid by ſuch or ſuch a "= F25 Then was fulfiled what 
was ſpoken in ſuch or ſuch a p/ace, and the like. So our 
Lord himſelf, beginning at Nioſes 42d all the Prophets, 
Luke 24 exponnded to the Two Diſciples going to Emmanus, in 
nk all theſe things concerning Himſelf, And that I ma 
not trouble you with many Inſtances in a thing ſo well 
Luke 7, known, I ſhall only mention that place where Chriſt 
Himſelf appeals to what was foretold of the Miracles 
which were to be wrought by the Meas at his com. 
ing, and were all exaQtly performed by him. John the 
Beptiſt ſent ſome of his Diſciples to Jeſus, laying, Art 
ver. 19. rhou he that ſhould come, or look we for another! (where, 
by the way, sigq@zuw@,or He that ſhould come, is meant 
nothing elſe but the Meſſias;) Onr Saviour bids themgo 
tell John what they had ſcen and heard, how the blind ſam, 
the lame walked, the Lepers were cleanſed, the deaf heard; 
viz, that the very Miracles were wrought by him, 
Chap. 35. which were foretold by J/a/as the Prophet, tobe the 
45 6 Worksand Signs of rhe M.//7:s, and !o leſt him to Judg 
whether he was the Mas or nor. 

But amongft all the CharaQers of the Me{3as, none 
were more plain and bright than thoſe which ſet forth 
his ſorrowful Sufferiags, and his Infinite Meekneſs, Pati- 
ence, Humility and Charity. And they are no where 
more clearly expreſt than in this Propher, and particuy 
larly 1n this Chapter. He is foretold here, To bear our 

= E + Griefs, and carry our ſorrows; tobe wounded for our tranſ- 
ver. 79. greſſions, and bruiſed for our Iniquities ; tobe "ppreſſed, to 
ver. ® be affliited, tobe diftreſed, to be judged, and at laſt to be 
cut off out of the Land of the Living. i'cre you have a 
ſhort Abſtralt of his SuTerir gs ; yet notwithſtanding 
all eheſe, ſuch was hrs Invincible Patience and Mierkneſs, 
that He opexed not his Mouth. But 15 brought as theLamb 


to theSlaughter,and as a hee before her Shearcrs is dumb, 
fo openeth He not his Mourl, He 


Cap.2.17. 


(3) 

He is here compared to « harm/eſ5 innocent Sheep before 
the Shearers,and toa poor inncent Lawb under the But- 
cher*s hands, both ſilent and without complaint. The 
ſenſe or thing hereby ſignified is no more but this, that 

1. He ſhould bear all his ſufferings and affliftions,all 
his Temptations and Trials, witha moft wonderful Hu- 
mility, Meekneſs and Perſeverance, And, | 

2. That he ſhould lay down even his very Life with 
all chearfulneſs and ready Submiſſion to hisFather's Will. 

Theſe two parts of his Charafter were abſolutely 
neceſlary to promote the main Deſign and Deftrinal 
part of his Goſpel; For He came to call Sinners to Re- 
pentance, toteach his Di/ciy!:s Self-denial ;, to mortifie all 
their L.uſts and corrupt Aj: tions; to reſiſt the World and 
all its Pomps and V anities;to engage in a War full of Dif= 
ficulties and Dangers,and by conſequence,to endure all the 
Croſſes, Troubles, and Perſecutions which they ſhould mees 
withal upon this account. 

Andif the hatred and violence of the World, or wic- 
ked Men ſhould ar laſt proceed to that height,as to ſeek 
their very Blood,then zo reſin their Lives with Joy and 
Gladneſs, under the comfort of an Innocent Heart and a 
Good Conſcience. 

Now tho theſe his Precepts, to conſidering minds, 
might in themſelves ſeem very rational, yet the Force 
of his moſt Divine Example,together with the promiſe 
of his moſt gracious afſiltance, are ſufficient alone to 
enliven and quicken the PraCtice of theſe Duties. For 
Men are not ſo eafily led by Precept,as by Exmaple,but 
moſt EffeQtually by both, 

From this Explication therefore of the Words read 
unto you, I will, through God's aſſiſtance, endeavour, 

x. To repreſent unto you this meek, humble and pa- 
tient Diſpolicion of Mind, which our Prophet foretels 
ſhould be ſo eminently fulfilled in the Perſon of our 
Saviour. | 


B 2 2. To 


CE 


| (4) | 

2. To-recommend the PraCtice of the ſame, both 
from his Precepts and Example. And then, 

3. With your favourable attention, briefly to ſet 
before you the moſtChriſtjan Behaviour of thatPatient 
and Royal Martyr,whom we this day commemorate, - 
ſhewing thereby, how ſtriftly he obſerved his Great 
Maſters Commands, how Religiouſly be followed his 
Divine Example. 

x. Iain, to repreſent unto you, this meek, humble 
and patient ciiſpoſition of mind, which under the Pas 
rable of an harmleſs Lamb and Innocent Sheep, our 
Prophet foretells, ſhould be ſo eminently fulfilled in 
the Perſon of our Bleſſed Saviour. 

Now this Emblem of the Chriſtian Temper and Spi- 
rit we have in the New Teſtament, painted more at 
Jarge in thoſe moſt Lively Colours of Peace and Love 
unfeigned, kindneſs, gentleneſs, goodneſs, methneſs and 
rend:rneſs of Heart : Bowels of Mercy and Compaſſion, 
hambleneſs of mind, patience, long ſuffering, forbear- 


ance and forgiveneſs of one another, even as Chriſt hath 


i Cor.13. forgiven us. All which St. Paul expreſſes in that one 


14, Ge. 


moſt Comprehenſive Word of Charity. Charity, ſays 
He, Suffers long end is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not 
it ſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave it ſelf unſeem- 
ty, ſeeketh not her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh 
wo Evil, rejoiceth not in Iniquity, beareth all things, be« 
lieveth all things, hopeth aff things, endureth all things. 
This is that moſt admirable and moſt excellent 
Beauty of Holineſs, without which no Max ſball ſee God; 
and weare hereby inſtruQted that it ariſes from a meek 
keart,and humble Spirit. For whatis it but meer Pride 
and Deſire of Vain-glory, that begets all thoſe in- 
ward Diſeaſes and corruptions of Malice and Hatred, 
Pariance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Here« 
ftes, Envyings, Revenge, Murder, and the like ? This 
puffs Men up, and makes them not endure,that _— 
Ouig. 


GE Eero on 
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ſhould be as good as themſelves, Nay, Love that thetn- 
ſelves ſhould be thought much better than they are : 
For even the wiekedelt Men give that Praiſe and At- 
teſtation to Virtue, that tho amongſt their lewd 
Companions, Perhaps they may Glory ia their Vitla- 
nies, and make themſelves leem far more wicked than 
they are, yet amongſt ſober Men, they all deſire to paſs 
unter a wore favourable Charatter, They loveto 
under ſomething ofthe ontward form and ſhew of Godli- 
ze/s, tho they are perfeQt —_—_ to the Power thereof. 
This gives them a falſe Senſe and Reputation ; they 
are highly aſhamed theirFaults ſhould be in the leaſt ex= 
poſed tothe Eye of the world,but are nothing concerg- 
ed how much diſhonour they caft uponAlmighty God 
in committing them. To treſpaſs againſt his Eternal 
Truth, or out-dare his all-ſearching Spirit, by telling, 
and perhaps ſwearing to 4 Lye,is too too common a pra- 
QAice m—_ then ; but for one to tell them chey Lye, 
is {o unpardonable an Afﬀront, in their Eſteem, fo high 
a Provocation, that nothing but the Life or Blood of 
the Party that ſaid it, can make ſatisfaQtion for it. 
O Bleſſed Jeſus! How far are theſe Men eftranged . 
from thy Divine Love ! How far dothey make thy Ho- 
ly and Glorious Nameto ſtink,and become a Reproach 
amongſt the Heathen, and unbelieving parts of the 
world ! Never then let us count theſe moſt foul $ 
of our Sacred Profeſſhon, Points of Honour more; Ne- 
yer let him that calls Himſelf a Chriſtian any: longer 
glory in this his Eternal Shame. | 
* I confeſs indeed, I find it in ſome Great Mafters of ., 
Morals allow'd inTowh to be a little fondof External Hes in tyitt, 
nour, aud Popular Applauſe, Becauſe it may raiſe their © 4* 
Virgin Thoughts ena Innocent Aﬀeitions 10 the' Enter 
prize of wuly Noble Things, and give a Spur to their In- 
deftry. and put them with delight wpow Labours aud 
ks, which otherwiſe might be rather 4 puniſhment and 
for» - 
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torment to them to undergo. But withal they tel us, 
'That afterwards,to make this a Pr:xciple of the'r Ati. 
ons, will inevitably prove their Ruin and Deſtruction,For 
beſides all thoſe dreadful Conſequences which I juſt 
now mentioned, it wakes all Virtue meerly accidentaland 
conditional ; they will neither value nor prattice it, as it 
i Good, but only as it is Popular. It begets ſuch an abſo. 
lute Dotage and Frenzy in their minds, as tho they de. 
Jpiſe and ſlight nothing wore than the Perſons and Con. 
wverſations of the Vulgar, yet they are ſo ridical/oully be. 
ſotted, as to Court, and wholly depend upon their 
ſenſeleſs Eſteem, andreſt more ſatisfy*d iz the vain 0. 
pinion of the World, than in the comfort of a Good 
Conſcience, and the Joynt Teſtimony of that All: know. 
ing God, who will certainly one day Judge the Secret 
Thoughts of all Mankind. 

This Swelling indeed, and Tumour of the Soul, ſticks 
very cloſe unto us ; *tis for the moſt part the /aft Rag 
of our corrupt Nature that we put off, and the laſt peice 
of all this Earthiy Lumber we bt ar about us, that we part 
withal. Since then it is the bitter Root of ſo many,and 
ſo great Evils, and takes ſuch deep hold in thoſe infirm 
andeaſy Minds, which cheriſh it,how chearfully ought 
we to entertain, how highly” ought we to prize that 
EvangelicalHumility and Meekneſs which we have pre- 
{crib'd as a Sovereign Remedy apainſt this pernicious 
Diſtemper of theMind, and ſo.glorioufly recommended 
(Which isthe THY ba .. 35: fu 

II. Second Obſervablein my Text)to our praQtice;## 
the Example as well as Precept,of our BleſſedLordand 
Saviour; who when He was reviled, reviled not agaiwn ; 
when He fſfred, He threatned not ,but was led as «Lamb 

_ *G $0 the laughter, and asa 5 heep before her ſbearcrs is dumb, 
ſo opened henot bis mouth, © | 

Our merciful Father, by ſending Chriſt, the Grand 
Exemplar, to us, moſt wiſely conſidered, and moſt gra 

ciouſly 
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ciouſly condeſcended to our preſent condition ; For 
whether it be from our Original Nature, or from our 
Hereditary Corruption of it,I ſhall not now determine. 
We ſee the Generality of the world led by Example, as 
much, if not more than by Precepe. To do as another 
doth,was ever counted a great Encouragement, as well 
asno {mall Juſtification. For Precept 1s but as a fair 
Picture ; whereas Example is the very Life : Without 
this the other would paſs for an Airy Speculation, or 
meerRomance.ThenMen are believed to be ſerious and 

in good earneſt, when what they teach others, they firſt | 
practice themſelves. By their own wel-doing,as St. Peter Ep. 1. 2, 
faith, they utterly put to filence the Tenorance of Fooliſh *5 

Men. Or being like St. Pau/'s Biſhop, themſelves perfett. ;..,.7,5. 
ly blameleſs,they may be able to convince their moſt Fofolent 


Gainſayers. —_ 
What we only hear, we uſually little mind, and as Ju 


tart animes 
ealily forget ; but what we ſee, does commonly make demije p:r 
a greater impreſſion upon us. Now thisis the very dib. 4% _ 
ference betwixt Precept and Example ; and as the Fi fon Wy 
dence of both thefeSenſes, commit,as it were,a Violence -omiſe fid- - 
upon our Imagination,ſo the Influence of both theſe tos #9%-Hor- 
_ lays as great aForce upon our Will and Under- 
anding. 
The eribes and Phariſees ſat in —_— Seat, and with« 
out doubt taught many Excellent Notions, and whol- 
ſom Leſſons; for our Saviour commanded his ownDil- 
ciples, as well as the Multitude,fo obſerve whatever they yy, 2.1; > 
commanded, But this was'it that quite ſhak'd off all 2,3. 
their Authority ; 7 hey ſaid, but did not. They might 
perhaps preſs the very Werghty Matters of the Law, but 
they themſelves would not touch them with cne of their 
Fingers How infinitely beyond them was our Grand 
Exemplar ? *Tis truly faid of Him, He ſpake 4s never John 7--+ 
Man ſpake ; and *tis as certain alſo, He Liv'd'as never *** 
Man Liw'd, 
And this was moſt abſolutely neceflary for Him to 


do. 


| vos; to teach us rhe BY 


ify ie throughout, and keep us not only from all ap- 
lo from all ſecret thoughts of Evil ; tobe- 
nee Hearts the trus Fears of chat dreadful Judge 


" 


abſolute Pattern of what he taught. As His Dott- 
rine was the moſt Sablime Ioſtruction that was ever 
| : given toMortalMen,ſo it was moſt highly requiſite that 
| His own moſt Bleſſed Exemple ſhould fully anſwer it 
Mat.3.15. inall ExaQtneſs and PerfeQtion ; or, in His own words 
| to Johs the Baptiſt, It became Hine 4bove all ro fullfill all 
| Joh. 8.46. Righteouſneſs. And thus we find him appealing to His 
| . own Inpocency, Which of you convinces me o fe? This 
| alone, one would think, without his mighty 
| Deeds, had been enqugh to afſert the Truth.of His Do- 
' Qrine. His whole Life and Desth being, as it were; but 
Oneintire and uninterrupted Miracle. This made Him 
| in His Diſcourſes, appear as ave having Authority, and 
adt as the Scribes, % « Be Te” 
This bath.:he 0/4 and NemTefewent reprefent Chrif 
as ſent ta be « moſs fingular Ex4mple.rg theWorld. Hence 
Iſaiah, foreteNling the Peaceable State of his Kingdom, 
How the moſt Furigus and Quiragious Temper: _ | 


. 


(9) | 

'be quleted and compoſed” by his gentle” Precepts and 

mild Converſation, thus exprefſes it, by way of Pa- 
rable, The Wolf ſhell dwell with the Lamb, andthe Les-©* * 
pard ſhelf lie dawn with the Kid, and the Lion with the 

Calf, and & little Child ſhall lead them. Men of all Hu- 
mours and Conditions ſhall be reconciled to one ano- 

ther, and their Captain, or Leader, ſhill be Himſelf 

as Harmleſs and Innocent as a ſucking Child, 

Again, the ſame Prophet tells us, H: was to be 2 c. 52. :. 
Man of forrows and acquainted with grief, He was to be 
oppreſſed and afflitted, to be brought (as 1n the words of 
my Text) like a Lamb to the laughter, and as a fbeep 
before her ſhearers is dumb, ſo was he not to open His 
Mouth. He was not t» cry nor lift up his Voice in the 
freet. He was not to break the bruiſed Reed, wor quench 
the ſmoking Flax That is, not to diſcourage thec. 43. 2,3. 
bro\.en and contrite heart,nornegle& any one that had 
the leaſt ſpark of goodnels left in him, 

And all this he- perfetly made good from the very 
Manger to the Croſs, Nay, MH: did not deſpiſe the Vir- 
gins Womb. How highly reaſonable and weighty then , 
muſt St. Pauls command be ? Let rhe ſame mind bein, _ 
you, that wa alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. He ſpake his mind, "0 
yes, and exaAtly perform'd it too. Tho He thought it 
n9 Robbery to be equal with God, yet he made himſelf of 
no Reputation, He humbled himſelf and became obedi. v.s, 1.8. 
ent to Death, even the ſhameful Death of the Croſs. 

' Whar art thou then, O ſinful Worm, that ſhall 
think thy ſelf roo great for any Condeſcenſion ? H-re- 
unto, ſays St. Peter, are we call-d, becauſe _— >> 20. 
ſuffered, leaving us an Example. that we alſo ſhould follow 


his fteps. And, to inftancein no more, let thoſe words 
of our Blefſed Saviour ſuffice, If «ny one will come after ;,,.., 
me, let hims d: ny himſelf, and take up his Croſs daily, and 
follo:v mz, Do you think this dazhy Croſs ſignifies only 
Perſecution, Afiiftion or Tribulation ? No, it is - 

f, 
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(ro) 
St, Flierome explains it, Every Temptation likewi 
fr Lp. erher grim Devil, _ JS WEN yan 
Whatever is uncaſy to aſanQity'd Mind; and the tz- 
king it up, is here declared to be our Maſtering of it by 
felf-deniel, after Chriſts own Bleſſed Example. , + .-. 

To ſome weak and willful ſinners indeed, ſuch as 
are too much givea up to their Luſts, and Enſlaved to 
their Paſſions, this may ſe:m a hard ſaying. Cuſtom, 
I confeſs, is another Nature, and therefore muſt allow 
thoſe words of the Prophet to be the very Truth its 
ſel. Can the Ethiopian chanze his sbin, or the Leo- 
pard his Spots, thew may ye alſo learn to do geod, that 
are accuſtomed to do evil. But this is ſpoken of Men 
perfeAly Dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins. Men utterly 
givea over toa Reprobate mind, whoſe hearts are by 

tinual oraftigs fo hardaed, As tv Drink in Iaiquity 
like water, with all manner of grecdineſs and delight. 
For if there be any Serious Remorſe of Canſcience 
remaining at any time, zhe Flax is ſtill ſmoaking, there 
is ſome little hopes of Life yet left. 

A Senſe of Sin, and delire of Amendment, are two 
previous Diſpofitions here always necelſary to be ſup- 
poſed. What then remams to do the Work, but a con- 
Rant and moſt earneſt Endeavour with the DivineAſſ- 
ſtance, which our Merciful Father never witholds in 
ſuch a Caſe ? We ſee in ordinary Caſes of Human 
Life, what mighty hard Tasks in a little tzme are 
overcome by only diligence anda ſerious application ; 
but here we have the vaſt advantage beſides of Gods 
moſt Holy Spirit to dire, guid?, ſtrengthen and ſup- 
port us. 

We know all Habits are acquired by often repeated 
AQs, andby ſeveral Degrees ; and thoſe phat are bad, 
2s well as thoſe that are good, meet with an uneaſlinels 
and relaQtancy at the beginning. For I appeal to the 


Heart of any Man, whether at the firſt breach of = 
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| It ) 
Innocency, at his firſt committing of any willful fin. k 
He has not chad a, Diſoire _ Hi . belore | 
it was done ; and whether after, his. Heart did ak 
ſmite _ and make him unquiect ; tho aſter 
perhaps, by often fallipg into the ſame Yige, by lit- 
tle and little his Conſcience fell aſleep, and He thea 
went on without any further RefleQtion at all. 
On the other ſide, whether in avoiding fome occa- 
Gon of fin, or relaſting ſome Temptation, He has not 
met With the like Controverſy ; and whea he had a- 
vercome, wherher the Thoughts of his Eſcepe- have | 
got fil”d his Heart with Joy and Gladneſs ? | 
Now beſides his fenſual Appetite and Reaſon (the 
outward and the Inward Man) which wage chis 
War, there are (with reverence be it ſpoken ) thoſe 
Two Asx7liaries, the Inſtigations of the Devil on che 
one ſide, and the gracious Motians of the Hgly Ghoſt 
on the other, to carry it cn. And ſare na Man will 
ſo far diſhonour God, as to {ay, the Powers of the 
Devil is io it ſelf, fo great asthat of His. 
If it ſeem ſo toany one, it is, becauſe he makes it ſo 
by his own willful Apoftacy. For the Holy Spirit is 
always willing, Behold, ſays He, 1 ffand at ihe Door | 
and Ryock, Re Man hear (1. e. obey) wy Voice and Rv. 2. 28. 
Open the Door, I will come in to him, and ſup with him, 
and he with me. | 
Who can doubt of Gods help being always ready, 
or once queſtion his Sincerity and Truth, when he 
reads thoſe moſt coayincing words. As 1 ve, [a:th 
the Lord God, TI have no pleaſure inthe Death of the, .. 
Wicked, but that he ſbould tern from his way and live. ; 
Turn ye, turn ye, from your Evil ways, for why will you 
Die ? Surely, we ought to thiak the bare Word of 
God might have been enough, but for our Encourage- 
ment, ie hath bound it with an Oath, and becauſe He 
could ſwear by no Greater, He Swore by his Eterval and 
Everlaſting Lite, C2 What 
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What doth this then come ſhort of a plain demon- 
firation, That in wreſtling with all deliberate fins, it is 


not only | pare but wonderful eaſy for ugthro Jeſ« 
Chriſt to 


more than Conquerors? And if we conſider 
Matters right,the very ſame Methods and Powers will 
prove every whit as effeftual even in maſtering of 
thoſe ſins, that ſeem to overtake and ſeiſe us at una- 
wares, and appear molt direAly oppoſite to that peace- 
able, quiet and meek Diſpoſition we have been diſcour- 
ſing on ; I mean, Trouble, Vexation, Anger, or the like, 

. For no Man can deny, but that there may be per- 
fe& habits of Holineſs, as well as of Impiety. That 
a Man may be. as abſolutely dead uuto Sin, as dead nnto - 
Rig hreoaſmeſ?, and that from low beginnings, Men 
leiſurely rile upto both theſe heights. Now there are 
very few Men Subject to theſe haſty and violent pal- 
ſiohs, but upon calm thouz!'1ts wi!l be grieved and 
much diſpieaicd at themlelves, and perhaps tell you, 
that el.ey would give all the World that it was other- 
wile with them. This I look upon as a very fair and 
laudable Foundation of this great work. I would 
then ask them, if ev:r they exerciſed themſelyes by 
often putring all thoſe Calamitous Cafes, which arc 
moſt likely to move their particular paſſions 1n them; 
for by ſuch frequent Meditations they by degrees arm 
and prepare themſelves againſt all events. Intime, 
they will have a Defence and Guard for every blow 
that Fortupe can offer. 

It the Crofſes of the world diſturb thee, or thou art 
ſhaken at every Loſs, remember then, O Man, remem- 
ber it oſten, all that thou haſt in this world, Wife or 
Children, or Lands, or Goods, Health, Strength, Ho- 
nours or Preferments, or the like : They are all but 
lent thee, and are to be ſurrendred again upon demand. 

That devout and daily Petition, Thy Will be done, 
OGod, on Earth as it is ia Heaven,together withtheſe 


good 
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good thoughts, conſtantly and ſeriouſly laid to heart 
and repeated, byithe Bleffing of God, will at length 
teach t'yge ſuch patience and humble reſignation, as e- 
even in'Jobs condition, rhou wouldſt chearfully ſay, © © ** 
The Lord geve and the Lord hath taken away, | Bleſſed be 
the Name of the Lord. .Or ſomething like chis. Lord, 
I am not werthy the leaſt of thofe mercies, which thou haſt 
left me. Be not then vexed, O my Soul, and be not thou Dl. 41. 5. 
diſquieted within me. Still truſt in God, for I will yet 
_ him, wh is the belp off my Countenance and my 
Gca ; 

And there is the ſame Methodical cure for anger and 
wrath, which from their heats and extravagant effeCts, 
have got themſelves the Name of Paſſion, by way of 
Superiority or Singularity. Certainly, ſuch a ſerious 
Courſe of Spiritual Exerciſe, as I juſt now woned, 
would ſtrangely ſoften and much unbend rhe ſpring. 
- any Mans fury, -if not quite uawind and ler it 

own. 

I would therefore humbly adviſe an angry Man to 
make experiment firſt in ſinall occaſions: For if hecould - | 
not bear a ſlight offence, a great onemuſt needs quite 
overſet him. There is no hopes he ſhould put up Injuri- 
ous words,. much leſs blows, if be cannot paſs by a 
frivolous jeſt. If (as a Philoſopher ſomewhere ob. 
ferves) he rages whea hisidle Servant lets fall a Tren- 
cher or a Glaſs, what would he do, if by ſad miſchance 
he ſhould ſet fire to his Houſe, or kill his only Child ? 

Bnt I ſhall leave Phyloſophy, for behold a greater 
Maſter than even Socrates himſelf is here. The Me- - 
ditation of whoſe Example and Divine behaviour un- 
der all thoſe things, which ſeem moſt grievous to 
Fleſh and Blood, and are counted the cheifeft, if not 
the only grounds of Provocation, will prove the moſt 


effeftual means to beget in us the ſame molt quiet and . 
heavenly ming. 


How - 


| 


Mat, Il, I 5 


1 Pet. 2, 23, 


he will bleſs God far the faris 
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How eafily are Men exaſperated with reproach and 
ſlander? And i// words, we commonly ſay, Cat deeper 
than Blows. Yer he, that was Innocence ivſelf, ghoughr 
it noſhame to paſs themby. They calld him:a Man 
Gluttonens, and a Wine-bibber, 4 Friend of Publicans + 
axd Sinzers, Allhe return'd was only that meek ſay. 
ing, Wiſdom is juſtify d of all her Children, V Vildom 
may be ſcofft at, contemn'd and abus'd by the vain or 
ignorant world, but this.is her comfort, ſhe is juſti- 
fy'd and elteem*'d, and honoured by thole that under- 
ſtand her, 

They call'd bim a Sewaritane, a Schilmatick or He- 
retick. They faid, Ht had « Devil and was Mad. Nay, 
that all his mighty works were done by Belzebub bim- 
felf. Yet when he was thus ſhametully and blaſphe- 

xevild, He reviled not -again, but committed 
bimfelf"to him that judgeth righteou/ly. He that ſhall 


frequently ponder all theſe things in his Heart and en- 


deayour to imitate them, will never value —— 
Language, or any envious Re - for if it be falle, 

D—_—_ / Cftion and comfort, he 
finds in his ownInnocency. If it hath any thing of 
Truth in it, he will bleſs Gad: for that rao; becauſe 
the Reporter thereby proves his Monitor inſtead of his 
Enemy. The Veaom which is ſpit ar him, hecanverts 
to balm and precious Oyntment, that will terve:to 
correft and heal his infirmity ;. and I dare ſay,:heawdll 
be fd far from counting it impaſſible, as he will foon 


find himſelf fully able to retura'the like ſoft and gentle 
- Anſwers, to the moſt piercing and moſt grievous 


words whatever, ,nay, he will find it eaſier at any 


time, and I ſhonld think, many times much: wiſer, 1f 
ike « Sheep before the Sheavers, be be Annob, and fay no- 


thing at al. 
2. The 


t5) 

2. The next thing that is common! cticedied mats 
ter of Pravocation and Reſentment, is in geaeral, chur- 
liſh and eviluſage. - And here our Lord and Maſter 
hath tzodden this rugged Path, and hath made! it alſo 
plain, and very ealy for thoſe that will tread in his eps. 
When the Samaritans refus'd to entertain Him, it 
ſeems to have been abouc the Eating rime of; the day 
when Men uſually ſay, the Peeviſh Humour is molt 
ſtirring. Two ef his Diſciples were preſeatly for crom- 
mandins Fire from Heaven to conſume them. But he re- 
buked them, and ſaid, Ne know not wnat menzer of SPITE Lok g. 54, 
you are of. The Son of Man is not come to deftroy Mens 55, 5*- 
Lives, but to fave them. When his Countrymen de. | 
piſed and rejzAed Him, He only return'd that Great 
Truth, A Prophet is not without Honour, ſeveinhis own \, _.. 
Country, and in his own Howſe. When the Jews took up © 2 
ftones to ſt2ne bim, He laid unto them, Many good works 
havel ſbend you from myFather, for which of thoſe works 
do you ftoneme? To the ungrateful and treacherons Join 10. 31- 
Judas, Friend, wherefore art thou come ? Betrayeſt thou y,.. 15, <2. 
the Son of Manwitha Kji(s ? To the Officer that ſmote Luke 22. 42-- 
him, If T have ſpoken Evil, b-ar Witneſs of the Evil, 
but if well, why [miteſt thowme? When the Mulricude 1992 ** 23: 
came to take Him,tho he could havehad ac that inſtanc 
more than Twelve Legions of Angels for His Reſcue, yet Mat. 25. 53. 
He reſiſted not, And when over-zealous Peter, inhis 
defence, ſmoteoff Mal/chus's Ear, He gave him that mild, 
but aitoniſhingRebuke, Put «p thy Sword into the (breaths 
The Cup which my Father hath given me, ſhall I not drink 
it? And what is yet more admirable, that Himſelf 
might Exemplify his own Divine DoUrtae, of doing 
good to them that hate us, He reſtored, and healed the Ear Like 22. $1. 
by a miraculous touch. 

The Time would fail me totell you at large how He 
was mocked and {corned by he Scarlet Robe, the Rev, 
and the Crovn of Thorns, How he was ſpit w9on, buyf- 
| ed, 


Tr rm Oe er Es EEE ICI Is 
( | 


John 18. 13, 


Luke 2 Je 24+ 


Mart. 13. 22, 


Fi \ 
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fetta, ſcourged, reviled by the Rulers and gazing Mutti- 
tude, and-railed on by the very impertinent Thetf, yet 
under all thisBarbarous uſage, he behaved/himſelf, as 
he really was, like the S9» of God ; and to Crown all 
the reſt of his ſufferings, in his very laſt Agonies of 
Death, -and as it were gaſping upon the Croſs, he 
pray'd for his Enemies, Father forgive them, for they 
know not what they do. 

Go this way then, O haughty Man of Fury and Re- 
venge, whoever thou art, with earneſt prayer and di- 
ligence daily Hear, Read, Mark, and fear not but by 
degrees thou wilt Learz and Inwardly digeſt, this ex- 
cellent Leſſon of imitating what thy Saviour both ſaid 
and did. If thou never makeft the leaſt ſerious a 
plication, never complain that the buſineſs is too hard, 
but blame thy ſhameful ſloth and negleR. Believe him 
that hathy ſaid, Whoſoever harh ( tho but a little ) ro 
him ſhall be \given, and he ſhall have more abu;dance, 
And if that be not'enough to ſet you about this ne- 
celſary work, if thou deſpaireſt of arriving to ſo high 
a pitch of Perfe&ion, which He, as God, was only able 


. to attain, yer if thou ſetteſt betore thine eyes thoſe 


bright and ſhining Lights which He hath from time to 
time raiſed up,thou wilr be tufficiently convinced;rhat 
theſe his Laws are eaſy and praQ cable to chole that 
Love them. Many and many inltances che ungoub. 
ted Hiſtory of the Univerſal Church affords us of this 
Nature; but to inſtance only in'the Lite anu Behaviour 
of this moſt Illuftrious and Royal: Martyr, whom we 
this day commemorate, whichbrings me tothe laſt ob- 
ſervable,whereinT promiſed. | 
ITE. To ſhew you how ſtriQtly he obſerved hisGreat 
Maſters commands, how Religiouſly he followed his 
Divine Example, and by conſequence how every goed 
Chriſtian,thart is true to his own endeavours,and faith- 
fully makes uſe of Gods alſifting Grace, is no els capa- 
ble of performingand foliowing the ſame. It 


- It (g comiacaly mads ai Bicuſe and Cloak for the 
| {npertnce, eat ammodetine Complai f ſame men, 
that they are caſt down from ſome prear: heighth of 
Proſperity, and quite {tript of ample Fortunes and Poſ- 


3 -as alioon the ocher ſide, He that calmly and 
cheerfully bears up ig {cb «Caſe, is juſtly counted wor- 
thy of all Praiſe and AUmiration. 

Of fuch a one I am now to ſpeak of, a King whoſe 
loſs we this day commemorate, - one was 
born to, and poſſeſt of, an Imperial Crown 
of Three whole Nations, fo powerful and great, 
as' they would turn the balance, - and give Laws 
at pleaſure to all Chriſtendom, None but Emperors 
could Rival his Birth and Fortunes; therefore all future 
camplaints in an Inferior Prince, much more in the 
greateſt SubjcCt, are quite cur off, OL. eget 

He was as Juft and as Good as he was Gr Whe 
can doubt it, that hath fully heard, or inffart read 
his amazing Story, or but caft his Eyes upon that Ex- 
cellent and «ndowbred picce of his, His Ponrtraiffere in 
his Solitudes and Sufferitgs ? He was'but a Mortal Man _ 
indeed, -and in that point infinitely ſhort of his Lord |; 24- 
and Maſter, the Sporleſs Jefus. "We cannotſay he was.troub. p. 
without ſin, but-certainly He had as few toanſwer for 35'- 
as any Prince ever had. Ic was'the apparear De 
of that Party '(that I 'may uſe their very Words) Fo 
blathen him as much as they coutd; and it 1s uſual for, 
Malice to aggravate every thing, and to. make even ;,,ja,; 
Nothing ſeem Something in ſuch a 'Caſe;yet no man e- Tryal. 
ver read, or heard, that He was any ways guilty of the 
leaſt Immorality, or fo much as: one of thoſe Vices 
which are commonly incident to Mankind. 

One AQindeed He did, wearied out by reſtleſs Im- 
portunities,rather than bee,» 4 orRight;which 
was his pdrperial Lament,” as it was his heavieſt Bur- 


then to the day of his PR and made him on the 


Scaft- 
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Scaffald declare a/l his Sufferingorto be juf dt was his 

*</:c5 yeilding'to-that njuſt Sentence agiiolt the ord pt 
_ > Srrafford, tho the Earl Himſelf, by Leerers, had delited 
him to do it. Yet he declar*d, That He bore noTquc* of 
P:g4.p.68 Conſcience with more Regret, and conſtently bemeil'd ns 
preferring what he thought Sefe before what was Juſt, his 
(urrralt. yaluing Peace with Men before Peace with God, awd that 
2 to prevent Popular Diſcoatents,he ſhould difenrb the Qui. 

& of his own ird, | 

Yet even 19 this he was to usa molt remarkable Ex- 

ample ; like Devid, hegave us another Royal Pattern 

-of true Penitenee ; for he recovered himlelf by. one 
continual Att of hearty Sorrow and-Repentance to his 

Lives End. | | 

Notwithſtanding all this his admirable Piety, and 

Neljen, >» perfe&t Innocence, as toallthings elſe, he could not ef. 
cape thegroſſcit Imputations unaginable. Athis Tri- 

'al he was Impeached for the Higheſt Treaſon that was 

ever ated og the Theatre of England. He was not 

Ccall'd a Man\Gluttonens, and «Wine bibber, but «4 Tys 

Net. 2.32.7 4#t, a Traitor, and « Murderer, « Publick and Implacs- 
| ble Enemy to the Commoy wealth of England,end guilty of 

| 411 the Deſolations, Rapines, Burnings, Damages, Miſ- 
-. «biefs and Spoils committed in that Unhappy War;i- He 
only J-zi{fdat allthis Foul and Vilanous Language, 

dor an: undanted Courage and immoveable Patience 

are not only the Effefts, but alſo the Indications' of a 
guiltleſs-and perſe& Heart. Certainly He that [(as I 

bave ſbewn you) Was ſo highly concern'd for the Gailt 

off conſenting unto oxe Mans Death, could never willfut> 

ly occaſion, much leſs contrive the Effafion of ſo much 

Blood, : 

However to ſatisfy the whole World, how well he 
remembred, and how exaQly heobſerved his Maſter's - 
wards, Bleſſed are ghe Peace-makers : Peace I leave with 
908, 
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Joly any Feage, I give unto you. No manever did libour | 
re, 0þtain-i, more, than He, He ſent aboye 40 Meſfages' 
tohe;thenlUfurpiag Powers (which are all in Print, as. 
an, lqvigcible. Demonſtration of his Tanocence herein, 
to all future Apes) - All theſe return'd without EfeR, 
continually clog'd with new demands. And there ts 
no Man Living. hut. mult be forced to vindicate lim 
herein, who ſhall but compare the Dates of his, with thoſe 
of | their Commiſſions and Declarations. 


® 
4 


01, ! 4-27" 


Vs.p. ? 4 . 


; But above $9-1076n his Standard was ſet up at Noz- pig. i.e. 
t 


tipgham, be there offered a Treaty before one Stroke 

was figugk, but, was Proudly and Scornfully rejeted. So 

fully was thay ſaying of Dewzd verity'd in him, 7 /«bvur | 
for Brow, ie mh 1. ſneak 10 tham thereof, they, mats 

them ready for vette, 11 ! Sr-q179 


- What a,Dtving mixture. was there of Modeſty 'and 
Humility with his profound Learning and Unferitand- 
ing ? Not the very on of our meg ole bet- 
ter have Defengdedit than Hedid againit Dr. Baily and 
others of the Pogal Part 4, a8 2116 again Hepderſo 
Carrlayd.ather [hcklers for.the Cavenant. Yer #6 al 
along. lajd by the Authority and Mazelty of a King,and 
contented hiralelf ouly, with the Oraaments of 4 quiet 
and week Spixit- * # Sage = "x 3 
_Learaheo of Him, ye Scriber, and Diſpaters of this 
World,; that. Rehgious Controverfics, ac2 131 "tobe 
managed with Hears and Jeris of Wir, but by ſolid 
Dint of Argument, expreſt. with a!! Fairnels, Calm 
neſs and Chriſtian Compaſſion. | 
When He was brought before his pretended Judges, 
it is impoſſible for meer Man ta camport Himſelf with 
more Majeſty and Gravity, with, more Chriftian Wil. 
domand Magnanitity of Spirit,or with a mores ſted- 
dy and. even temper, than he did Por Sixty or Seven- 
ty.Commoners, to fit, arraign, try, Judge and Con- 
dema their uadoubted King, . r#4:/z #9 cheek him all 
D 2 along 


% © 


ts 120,7, 


P. 113» 


along, and rmarerrupt bim again and again, tO OCT» 


. Perfeftion to the contrary. ' For Sr. James allows 


- Wretches, there before Him, He (tho with much 
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rule, (as they call it) or rather to over-power- and 
ſuppreſs,what they could not anſwer; Not to ſaffer his 
Reaſons to be heard, and the like, are ſuch Tranſcen- 
dent Indignities, as I profeſs my ſelf utterly unac- 

uainted with Language, to expreſs them by. Yet 
thro this whole Scene of Scorn, not one Ill, Raſh, or 
Lnbecoming Word fell from his Lips. 

Wherefore let all furious Sons of Wrath bluſh, 
and for ever after be aſham'd to ſay or think, that 
any vile Behaviour in Diſcourſe, can under the 
Light and Power of the Goſpel be too injurious, 
or too provoking for Fleſh and Blood to bexr. Be- 
hold here an High-bora and. moſt Mighty Prince ;. 
an Humble, but moſt Illuſtrious Precedent 'of this 


me to ſtyle him ſo, 1F any Man offend not in word, 
the ſame is a perfett Man. 

He could very well, zs he ſaid himſelf, have held 
his Peace, but ſilence at that time, might perhaps,with 
Vulgar and Inconfiderate Minds, have ſetm'#- to' are 
gue Guilt, Yet it was to vindicate his People's 
Rights more than his own, that made him offer at 
what he did: Nay, from the pious Concern for the 
Souls, even of thoſe over-forward and ontragious 


ado) at laſt wedg'd in that Wiſe and Charitable 
Caution to them; A haſty Fudement is not ſo foon 
recall 'd, WE. 

How incomparably did He bare the Inſolencies and 
Afﬀerants of the Barbarous Guards ? When they putft 
their neyſome Tobacco tn his Face, (a thing moſt odious 
and offenſive to bim) without any further Notice, 
He only turn'd His Head away, or gently fenced it 
off with his Hand ; nay, one had the Incorrigible 
Impudence to ſpit in His Face, yet Hepaſt on with. 

Out 
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out one Word, and meckly wipt it ef vith His Han- 
kercheif. They cry'd out, Juſtice, Tuftice, (which in 
the Jews Language of old was, Crucifie,Crucifie.) Out 
of the Abundance of Pity and Compaſſion of His Roy- 
al Heart, for once he open'd his Month, and faid, Poor 
Souls | for a piece of Money they would do as much for 
their Commanders. 

He heard the Hiſtory of his Saviour's Bitter Paſſion, 
the Morning before he lett this Lit read unto him by 
Biſhop Jux10n, out of the 27th 0 $. Marthen*s Gol 
uy He :hant*d the Biſhop for his Choice, thinking that 

did by Deſign, pitch uponthat Portion of Scripture.,. 
as being moſt ſuitable to his preſent Condition. ' But - 
when he underſtood it to be the ordinary Leiſon, . ap- 
Pay by the Calendar for that day, he excceding- 

rejoyced at the Bleſſed ConjunQure, and magni- 
y'd the Gracious Providence of God, who had call'd 
him in that very Day, to follow the Example of his 
Maſter, there moſt happily ſer before Him' by our. 
Church. | | | | 

'Twas this, which, as if it were a Meſſage ſenr 
from him, that encourag'd and ſtrengthned him, © He 
with Chearfulneſs calPd upon his Attendants as he 
paſt thro the Park, to rake more haſte, ſaying, He 
now went before them, to ſtrive for .a Heavenly Crown, 
with leſs Sollicitude, than. he hax ter enconraged his”: 43: 
Soldiers to fight for an Earthly Diadem. | 

Hear Him next upon the Scaffold. T have forgiver 
all the World, even the chief Cauſers of my Death ; pray 
God forgive them: But this ((aid He) #s not all, my p. 1: 
Charity muſt go yet further; I wiſh they may repent. 

They have committted a great Sin; I pray Go%, with 

St. Stephen, that this be not laid tother Charge. 

You ſee how heartily he could have uſed our Saviour's 

Words: Father, forgive them. Happy hadthey ben, 

if he could have added, they kzow not what the do. Fr 
| tis 
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Att,z. 17 the Jens. jndeed, a, both St. Peter and St, Pal teſti. 


wy Frere ignorent th it the \crucified the Lord of Life; 

jj kn w roo 'well Tendon they Deftroy'd. He 

AL his re Knger Boyels, and Comp aſfion for their Sal- 

lon before bid chemi be ware of foHorrid' 

: Fat, Remember (aid he) 1 am your King, your 

Lawful Ring ; Think upon it, Think well upon it before - 

you heap, Sin upon Sin, andbring down Gows Judgments 

upan thts Land, 

10w then, ſpent, (1 will not ſay) #4: Scriptures 

have been folfifd; "but what God had deſign'd,' and 

they themſelves, mo Aypeeially, had ſhag, that bs 
ſhould be made 4 Gloriow Ky 

Mm juſt now enrring.ins theReſt of his Righte- 

He, had theſe moſTExcelle! Reflexio on it. 
7 = 4 Good Capfe, and a Gracio us Got 94 wiſe, i I 
20: now from 4 "Corrugeible; to an Incorruptible raws, 
where no. Diſturbance cap be. 

Where there was ſuch a ſolid Rock of Faith, ſacha 
. firm Anchor of Hope as this, there needed wot thy 
Cords and Staples of Iron, which tholy poor Spirit 
Miſcreants had prepared to. tie him down ta the Block, 
For as He was.the Meckeſt Prince upon Earth, ſo 
like a moſt Heroick Champion of Jeſus Chrilf, with 
a Reſolution, uachay cable and 4 moſt Undaunted 
Courage; He quigtly yeilded his Sacred Head tothe 
Fatal Stroke. 

[Thus he valianily fought. a good Fioht, like an ab+ 
ſolute Conqueror over the whole World, agd all the 
o_ therein, He fniſh:d this Courſe, like a molt 

PEerienc aſter of the Chriſtian Race, he kegt 
Pe true Ennis 4 oftolick Faith, Firm and Spdclefs to 
his laſt Gaſp, an Tr now gone to receive the Crows 
of Rizhteonſaeſs, prepar'd for him in Everlaſting Reft. 

And therel ſhall leave Him, for it woald be a very 
vain Eſſay, to attempt any full Account of his molt 

amazing 
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anazing,and moſt compaſſtorate Story, whithneithes 
Pennor Tongue can worthily' exprefs;nor all the Wri- 
' tings in the u hote World, except the Goſpel, parallel. 
Wherefore I havecomentzd wy. felf in gleaniug here 
and there a Flower or rwo,toxdorn hri tian-Do- 
arine, which I have endcavoured'to drefs ap mn /my 
foregoing Difcourſe, ' | ) 5,0 

\And'tow thou art left wholly inexcuſable, O man, 
whoever thou art, if thou ſhalt-be diſordered or dilqui- 
ered at any Evil chat ſhall beſall Thee. What Caſe 
canftthouput, which in this ſhort ExtratQ, is not-fub. 
_ ly Satisfied and Anſwered? Doſt they Rand upon thy 

Power and Greatneſs, the dour of thy"Name and 
Family, the Vaftneſs of caſuresand/Polſeflions ? 
Remember, 1 will not ſay, the Patience of Fob, but of 
this Mighty Monarch, when he was ?reated with ſuch 
barbarous Inhumanity. He was oetaga whole 
Kingdoms, robb*d of his deareſt Wife atid Children, 
ftript of all the Comforts of this Life, nay, of Life it 
ſelf, and yet kept, - what he-fays himſelf bc counted 
moſt Dear, His Conſcience 4nd Honoup. 

As for thy \Coxfeieace, 'God by His Grace, if thou 
dot not rejeCt it; hath put it abſolutely in thine own 
Power, Andthy true Honous is then beſt defended, 
when thou leaſt regardeft that, which is fo only in 
preſence-and ſhew. 

Is Wiſdom and Knowledge the Pride of thy Heart? 
See here the-Greateſt Maſter of Reafon ia moſt Points 
of folid 'Leatning, Damb"as 4 Sheep before her Shear: 
ers, and not permitted to open his Mouth in his 6wn 
Defence. 

' Ts it too much for thee to brook any fifly refletion, 
tho it be in a-private Company, from your Equal or 
Superiour, or .ove. perhaps heated with Wine, or 
which is worſe, drunk with impertinent Folly, or Self- 
conceit? Alafs ! Here is the Innocent Father of his 

Oun-« 


| (24 ) 

Country fallly Charged in a pretendedCourt by a hand; 
tul of. his meaneſt Subjefts, with the fouleſt 42 ati 
ons that Malice could Inveor,publicklyCondetnn'd,and 
led like:a Lamb to be Sacrificed before his own Door,ia 
hiroo Ungratefal People, and yee He Frotycho vary 
1s. own Ungrate and yet He fromthe 
otfom of his tender Soul, forgave thenf all, par 
heascily pray*d to the God of - all Mercies, 'rHat the 
might truly Repent;and Live for Ever. $6 

© . But Tſhafl forbear launching out any further into the 


jo 5 yy: .his:Praiſe ; for the more I' Excoll 
this ab ;/ the more 1 ver our own 


perpetual 'Shawe ; :the*more.I aggravate the horrid 
Guilt of this Innocehs Bl6ed npoa this moſt unhappy, 
and moſt ſinful Nation, + 

© GraciousLord / how highly Unchriftian muſt this 
FaQ appear, -whep thou ſbalc Judge the Secrets of all 
Men according to thy Gaſpel | The Attors of it, will, 
I fear, then be found, Sons of Belial, rather 'than Dilci- 
ples .of. the Meek and Humble Jeſws. - an: |: 

But I ſhall ſparethem'now, and-if there be any one 
here yet aliveg whoſe Conſcience deth direftly accuſe 
him of hon. in conformity to the, SubjeQ of this 
preſeat Diſcourſe, I ſhall at this time heartily deſireto 
reſtore ſuch an'owe in the Spirit of Meekneſs, rather than 
by RevereInye@atives ; and to lead him, if poſſible, to a 
hearty and frious Repentance by: a gentle Hand. 

. As for the! reſt of us, -who have eicher been born 
ſince” that heavy Capuvily,. or el{e-'in-thoſe_days 
by Gui's great Mercy, were not involved in willfully 
contributing any thing to that Infamous and.moſt A- 
bominable Deed. lei us not vainly.and wickedly with 
the' proud Pharſee boalt, Gag, we thank thcegwe are not 
as theſe Menare : for, except we Repent, we (bell al like- 
ET ft. Nw oo > cle ror 


We 


(25) 

Weall ſtand Guilty this Day before the Dreadful Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, and to that National Sin we have e- 
yery one of us added many and many other moſt grie- 
yous of our own. Tho we have not Exten the very 
ame ſowre Grapes with our Fathers, yet our Teeth are 
much ſet an edge by our own Impiecties. So that God 
may juſtly viſit cheir fins upon us in this our Evil and 
Perverſe Generation. 

Coaſider the Diſtraftions, Strifes and Animoſities 
which,through a want of Charity,andofthisMeckaeſs, 
ſoterribly rend and divide both Church and State; con- 
ſider the Deluge .of Wickedneſs, and all manner of 
Vice,that covers the whole Face of this tmiferabteEand; 
if we ſtill oy on to fill up « meaſure of our Fathers Ini- 
quities, ſhall not I.vify for theſe things, ſaith the Lord? 
and ſhall not »wyy Sout be avenged on ſuch « Nation as 
this? Oh! that our H:ads were water, and our Eyes 


fo many Fountain; of Te L (egy | Pi 
 #4gbt, not only: for the Guilt of, this glorious Frqrs 
Blood, and his Adherents that were Favs, but alſo for a 


multitude of our own manifold Tranſgrefliggs. 


And grant,” © Lord, thit neitian: thy r;of any 
thing that is Great, nor the comceit of any thing 
that is Good, in ws, may any ways with-draw our Eyes 

VES 4s Dsft and A- 
ſhes . but that, according tot bis 4 
Bleſſed Martyr, we may preſs forward toward t 
Prize of the Fhyh Calling that is before wm Faith 
«nd Patience, lity and Meekneſs, Mortificati- 
on and Self- denial, Charity and conſtant Perſeve- 
rance unto the End, and this for thy Son ow 
—_—— Chriſt his ſake, to whom with thee and 
the Holy Ghoſt be all Honour and Glory World 
without End, Amen. 
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